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Murray State College has a rich history 
in southern Oklahoma and is proud to offer 
top-notch educational programs.  With 
campuses in both Tishomingo and Ardmore, 
Murray State is ideally located to serve the 
needs of a variety of students.  Thanks to 
our small-town atmosphere, anyone can 
feel at home on the Murray State College 
campus and everyone is treated like family.  
Our faculty, staff and administration are all 
dedicated to making it a reality when we say, 
From Here, Go Anywhere!

Our goal is to prepare students 
to succeed in whatever future they wish 
to pursue.  Whether they continue on 
to advance their education or enter the 
workforce, our graduates move forward with 
the proper tools and skills they need to be 
successful in life!

This report offers an overview of 
happenings during the year and provides a 
glimpse into life on campus.  We welcome 
all to visit and join in the great atmosphere at 
Murray State College.



Fall Semester Brings Record Number of 
Students to Campus
The 2016-17 freshman class exceeded campus records with 
approximately 500 new students enrolled.  Students are from 25 
states and 23 countries, with the ratio of male to female students at 34 
percent to 66 percent.

Hundreds of new students crowded the Murray State College campus 
for orientation to participate in a variety of information sessions 
designed to teach the basics of on-campus email, computer technology, 
financial aid and much more.

Orientation lasted all day and ended with a convocation ceremony 
for students and families marking the start of a new school year.  The 
standing-room-only crowd erupted into applause as the president 
lead faculty and staff in academic regalia down the aisles of Fletcher 
Auditorium.  

“This group of students responded so enthusiastically to the day’s 
events, and I especially noticed it at our convocation ceremony.  It’s 
usually quiet and somber as we proceed down the aisles, but this 
semester we were greeted with unexpected applause,” said McDaniel.

“After the ceremony, members of the community joined us on the 
lawn for a festive evening of fun.  It was just a spectacular day!,” 
added McDaniel.  

Students took part in a campus/community Rock the Block evening 
event following orientation and returned to campus on Monday, 
August 15 for the first day of classes.

Service Awards Presented to Faculty and Staff





MSC Nursing Program Awarded Eight-Year Accreditation Status 
by National Review Board

The associate nursing program at Murray State College received continuing accreditation 
status from the Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing (ACEN) for an eight-year cycle, 
the longest term granted.

ACEN accreditation is an achievement of excellence, confirming that a nursing program 
adheres to the highest national standards of education. To become accredited, nursing programs 
must demonstrate that the program meets ACEN’s standards and criteria of quality through an 
extensive review.

"We take the accreditation process very seriously and realize that it makes way for higher 
levels of consistency and more positive student outcomes. Receiving the longest accreditation term 
available is a testament to the commitment of our nursing faculty and staff,” said Murray State 
College President Joy McDaniel.

“This is indeed an outstanding achievement for the nursing program at Murray State College,” 
said McDaniel.

Murray State College offers a two-year traditional nursing program and a one-year career 
mobility nursing program option offered to LPNs, LVNs and paramedics.

“A full eight-year accreditation is a superb day for the MSC nursing program. The faculty and 
staff are to be commended,” said MSC Nursing Program Chair Robin Coppedge, MS RN.

The next evaluation visit for Murray’s associate nursing program will take place in 2024.

Occupational Therapy Assistant Program Earns Continuing 
Accreditation

The Occupational Therapy Assistant (OTA) Program at Murray State College received 
continuing accreditation status of seven years from the Accreditation Council for Occupational 
Therapy Education (ACOTE). The ACOTE is recognized as the accrediting agency for occupational 
therapy education by the United States Department of Education (USDE) and the Council on Higher 
Education Accreditation (CHEA).

Accreditation is a system for recognizing educational institutions and professional programs 
affiliated with those institutions for a level of performance, integrity and quality which entitles them 
to the confidence of the educational community and the public they serve.

“We take the accreditation process very seriously because it allows for higher levels of 
consistency and positive student outcomes. Faculty and staff from OTA are to be commended for 
their work with the program and their commitment to the accreditation process,” said Murray State 
College President Joy McDaniel.

Once students successfully complete the OTA Program, with 16 months of didactic work and 
16 weeks of clinical affiliations, graduate from MSC and agree to abide by NBCOT Practice Standards 
and the OT Code of Conduct, they are qualified to sit for exams offered by the National Board for 
Certification in Occupational Therapy, Inc.

“We are delighted to receive an accreditation award of seven years by our occupational 
therapy governing body, the American Council for Occupational Therapy Education (ACOTE). We 
consider the self-study/ accreditation process an opportunity to evaluate our program and keep it 
fresh and consistent with the high standards mandated by ACOTE,” said MSC Occupational Therapy 
Assistant Program Director Dr. Jayne Campanini.

The most recent OTA graduating class of 10 students was pinned in January 2017.  



Murray State College Foundation Receives Land Gift from 
Ardmore’s Fred Chapman, Jr.

The Murray State College Foundation has received a land gift of over 130 acres in 
Tishomingo from Fred Chapman, Jr. of Ardmore.  Murray State College will use the land to 
house livestock and facilitate operations on its campus farm.

“The Chapman family has been a great friend to Murray State College, and today’s 
gift is another fine example of the generosity of Fred Chapman, Jr., his children and his 
father before him. We couldn’t be more appreciative of their continued support,” said 
McDaniel.

The land, with an appraised value of approximately $313,000, also includes water 
rights that could benefit the college and its agriculture programs.

“Fred Chapman, Jr. has given us an extremely valuable gift of land that will be used 
to enhance opportunities for our students every single day. This is a family who believes 
in giving back, and we are so thankful that students at Murray State College are the 
beneficiaries of their dedication to and belief in the value of education for students in rural 
Oklahoma,” added McDaniel.

In presenting the land gift, Fred Chapman, Jr. and his family expressed their 
commitment to creating and preserving a legacy of learning that began with patriarch Fred 
Chapman, Sr.

“Our family has been involved in agriculture for 100 years in the Johnston County 
area, and we believe agriculture is the most important sustaining education in our area,” 
said Chapman.

“Fred Chapman, Sr. believed that Murray State College was a great resource 
for students, and we feel it is so important to keep our next generations educated and 
learning,” said Chapman.

Murray State College continues to offer students opportunities for education in all 
areas of agriculture, including degree options in agriculture communication, education, 
animal science, biochemistry and molecular biology, environmental science, leadership and 
plant and soil science.



Murray State College Awarded $369,751 
USDA Grant for Distance Learning

Murray State College was awarded a $369,751 grant from 
the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) to upgrade 
its distance learning classrooms. The upgrades will increase 
the capacity of K-12 schools to provide concurrent enrollment 
opportunities for high school students.

This project will allow MSC to serve rural high schools of 
south-central Oklahoma including Coalgate,
Coleman, Davis, Healdton, Madill, Marietta, Pauls Valley, 
Sterling, Sulphur, Thackerville, Turner, Wapanucka, and 
Wynnewood.

Mobile distance learning technology will benefit high 
school students by removing the drive time to MSC and 
providing access to a larger selection of college courses.

Murray State College will use grant funds to replace 
and update aging distance learning equipment with state-
of-the-art video conferencing equipment including high-
definition monitors, high-definition projectors, digital audio, 
high-definition cameras, document cameras, and high-quality 
speakers that will provide K-12 students at the distant locations 
an enhanced learning experience.

“We are so pleased to have received this grant that will 
allow us to bring opportunity for education and growth to 
more students in our service area,” said Murray State College 
President Joy McDaniel.

“Dr. Aaron Elmer and the team who worked to hammer 
out specifics of this grant are to be commended. Their work in 
writing the grant will pave the way for thousands of students to 
receive education in subjects to which they previously did not 
have access,” said McDaniel.

The project will benefit participating high schools by 
providing access to as many as 43 concurrent courses from 
Murray State College. When the project becomes operational, 
close to 3,000 students are expected to benefit from these 
upgrades each year.

Top of page:
Fred Chapman, Jr. listens as his 

family’s land gift is donated to the 
MSC Foundation.

Above:
MSC President Joy McDaniel 

addresses the crowd at the opening of 
MSC’s Chapman Farm.

Opposite, left:
Fred Chapman, Jr. (third from left) 
is joined by Brian Campbell, MSC 
Farm Manager, MSC President Joy 

McDaniel and his daughter 
Elise Stumpff.



Murray State College Veterinary Technology Students/Faculty 
Named Best of the Best

Students and faculty in the Murray State College Veterinary Technology Program were 
recognized with top honors at this year’s North American Veterinary Community (NAVC) 
conference in Orlando, Fla.  MSC students returned from February’s annual conference with the 
Student Chapter of the Year award. Student group co-advisors Laura Sandmann and Debbie Reed 
were presented with the first-ever joint award as sponsors of Murray’s student group.

“We are so proud of our students. They went after this award with a great deal of passion and
determination. It’s the first time MSC has submitted an application, and we are so pleased our 
students came out on top,” said Sandmann.

“It’s not a given that the advisor(s) who wins will be from the same college as the student 
group winner. That makes our two awards so much more special. We have a great group of students, 
and working with them is an outstanding experience. This year’s timing was just right for a win,” 
said Debbie Reed.

With over 200 student chapters eligible to apply, groups were evaluated on promotion of 
veterinary technology, community services involvement, leadership, and participation in NAVTA 
projects.  Completion of the Veterinary Technology Program at Murray State College leads to an 
Associate of Applied Science degree. 

“Staff and students in our Veterinary Technology Program stand above others in the nation,” 
said MSC President Joy McDaniel.

“Laura Sandmann, who has been at MSC for more than 30 years, and Debbie Reed, with close 
to as many years’ service, have been instrumental in creating a program that stands out from others 
due to its unique setting, hands-on learning components, and a strong structure of student support. 
This group of students and faculty are to be congratulated on their outstanding accomplishments and 
for bringing home this year’s top awards,” added McDaniel.



At right, Debbie Reed (left) 
and Laura Sandmann, 
pose with awards as best 
student chapter co-advisors 
from NAVC.  Students 
from MSC won the best 
chapter award.

Below, Vet Tech’s Christen 
Puckett-Smith slips on her 
shades in preparation for 
a sunny commencement 
ceremony.  

Far right, Laura Sandmann, 
left, poses at Santa Night 
with Dr. Katelyn Tyler.



MSC Softball Standout Sydnee Hinkle Signs with SOSU and is 
Named NJCAA National Home Run Leader
Murray State College Softball star Sydnee Hinkle committed to continuing her softball career with the 
Southeastern Oklahoma State University Savage Storm in Durant, Okla. At the time of her signing, 
Hinkle was also currently sitting in first place of the NJCAA Div. II National Home Run Standings.

“I was surprised when I heard that I was leading the national home run standings. My hitting 
just clicked from the beginning of the season and I am thankful it kept rolling. I am very excited to 
see what the rest of this season has in store,” said Hinkle.

Hinkle, a Justin, Texas native, has been a key leader for the Lady Aggies for the last two 
seasons as she was named NJCAA Division II 2nd Team All-American in 2016.

“Sydnee has an extreme work ethic and is very coachable. She is a great competitor, a great 
teammate, and a great leader. She is one of the best hitters I have ever been around and I appreciate 
the opportunity to coach her,” said Murray State College Softball Coach Aaron Mullens.

When asked about her goals for her final season as an Aggie and her future at SOSU, Hinkle 
said, “Our ultimate goal is to win in Arkansas and Kansas, so we can have our shot in the NJCAA 
National Tournament. This season has proved to be a great final season for me; we started this season 
a step behind with a brand new coach and have managed to turn our season around to be one of 
the most successful teams in the history of our program. I will miss MSC’s family atmosphere, the 
Tishomingo community, and my friends, but I am excited to start my new chapter at Southeastern in 
the fall,” said Hinkle.

Upon graduation from SOSU, Hinkle plans to pursue a career in the agriculture industry. 

Murray State College Golfer Alistair Snowdon 
(below) is the 2017 recipient of the NJCAA DII 
Phil Mickelson Outstanding Freshman Award. 
Snowdon, a Cape Town, South Africa native, 
was victorious in the Midwest Spring Fling and 
holds three other top-5 finishes on the year.

MSC Coach Aaron Mullens with Sydnee Hinkle



Murray State College Baseball Heads to NJCAA World Series
Murray State College Aggie Baseball headed to the NJCAA World Series after defeating MCC-

Longview 6-4 on Saturday and 13-2 on Sunday, May 21, in a best two out of three contest for the 
Plains District Championship in Tishomingo. This was the Aggies’ first trip to the World Series since 
they won the title in 2013.

"We are so proud of our Aggie baseball team and this winning season that led them back to the
NJCAA World Series. The campus community applauds student-athletes and coaches for their
commitment to the college and to their sport," MSC President Joy McDaniel said.

When asked to elaborate on his team’s success and World Series’ bid, MSC Head Coach Zach 
Crabtree said, “Going to the World Series is every college baseball player’s dream, and it’s what 
they work for every day. The hot practices in August to the cold ones in January and early morning 
weight lifting four days a week are all worth the chance to dog pile.”

“The 2017 Aggies are extremely talented, driven, and confident. Our men respect the game and 
their opponents but aren’t afraid of any challenge. The success of this team and our accomplishments 
are not surprising, it’s exactly where we expected to be. We have prepared by playing arguably the
toughest NJCAA Division II schedule in the country and only lost back-to-back games once this 
season. These guys expect to win every time they take the field and expect to win the National 
Championship.

“We know winning a national championship isn’t easy, and we are thankful for our regional 
and district championship wins, but we really want that third dog pile at the World Series. Our 
willingness to play for each other and for the name on the front of our jerseys is an important part of 
success in team sports.

“Reaching the World Series for the second time in five years is a great accomplishment for any 
program.  It blows my mind when I look at where our program was seven years ago and where it is 
today. The caliber of student athletes we have, the wins and losses, the 2013 National Championship, 
the facilities, the number of alumni involved, and the success of our players moving on to four-year 
institutions are amazingly positive changes.”

“All these things are possible because seven years ago people bought in - from the MSC 
administration, faculty, staff, and students - to the community and the players who were here at the 
time. This is what allows us to bring on student-athletes we are recruiting today!”

“To see the pride people have in Murray State College and excitement surrounding these 
young men and what they have accomplished has been an amazing experience! exclaimed Crabtree.



Murray State College Student Claudia Prince One of 10 Pearson 
Scholars Nationwide

Murray State College President’s Scholar Program student and Phi Theta Kappa member 
Claudia Shafer Prince has been selected as one of 10 winners, from 800 applicants nationwide, to 
receive the title of Pearson Scholar for 2016-17. Candidates were selected on academic achievement, 
civic engagement, community service and leadership, with preference given to first-generation 
college students.

Prince, a native of Chennai, India, will receive a $5,000 scholarship that allows $1,000 for 
completion of an associate degree and $4,000 toward completion of her bachelor’s degree. In addition, 
scholars are paired with Pearson Mentors and receive free access to Pearson textbooks and digital 
access codes to support degree completion.

“The entire campus community congratulates and applauds the accomplishments of Claudia 
Shafer Prince. She is an outstanding student and a fine representative for Murray State College, 
Pearson, and Phi Theta Kappa,” said MSC President Joy McDaniel.

Pearson, a learning company with 40,000 employees in more than 80 countries, works to help 
people of all ages make measurable progress in their lives through learning. The company paired 
with Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) academic honor society based on studies stating that PTK members are 
four times more likely to graduate than their community college peers.

After graduation from Murray State College, Prince will transfer to the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology (MIT) where she plans to earn a degree in computer science with the goal of “shining 
among the many engineers” to become a programmer with Google.



Partnership Award for Murray State College and Johnston 
County Chamber 

Murray State College and the Johnston County Chamber of Commerce have been awarded 
the Regents Business Partnership Excellence Award for 2017. The awards are presented annually by 
the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education to highlight successful partnerships and to further 
cultivate the higher education environment through State Regents’ Economic Development Grants.

Each of Oklahoma’s colleges and universities are encouraged to apply for the awards by citing 
the relationship between the institution and a partner and describing how the partnership benefits
academic and community climates. Twenty-eight awards were presented in 2017.

A description of the partnership between Murray State College and the Johnston County 
Chamber of Commerce is reprinted below from the award ceremony. As the hub for Johnston 
County economic development, the Johnston County Chamber of Commerce has moved the county 
forward by improving downtowns, supporting local businesses, and reaching out to new industries.

 The chamber works on a daily basis to serve and support local businesses while reaching out 
to those who have yet to discover Johnston County. The chamber’s tourism development program 
capitalizes on the area’s natural beauty while promoting hunting and fishing which are two of the 
state’s largest business segments.

Murray State College has brought to Johnston County a wealth of resources in the form 
of talented faculty and staff, eager students, jobs that benefit the local economy and national 
recognition for specialized programs. In an effort to revitalize Main Street areas, Murray State 
College has created thriving retail offerings in both downtown Tishomingo and Ardmore.

By working together, Murray State College and the Johnston County Chamber of Commerce 
are making strides daily on behalf of the county they serve. Through combined leadership and 
outreach, a strong system of support has been formed within communities and also brought about 
regional growth. With unity and strength of purpose, MSC and the Johnston County Chamber of 
Commerce have created a powerhouse that extends far beyond their shared county line.

“We are extremely pleased to join in partnership with the Johnston County Chamber of 
Commerce to enhance opportunities in Tishomingo and the surrounding areas. It was a pleasure to 
join with Carl, Kristie, and Dan in receiving this award.  All of us are expecting great things for the 
college and Johnston County communities,” said MSC President Joy McDaniel.



Pictured left, from left:

MSC Vice President Becky Henthorn
MSC President Joy McDaniel
Speaker of the House Charles McCall
Vice President Dennis Westman
MSC Vice President Michaelle Gray



Cornerstone Ceremony for New Health Science Building 
Murray State College held a Masonic cornerstone ceremony for its new Health Sciences 

Building on April 21, 2017 at 10 a.m. in Tishomingo. The ceremony took place on the north
side, closest to northeast corner, of the Health Science Building.

The dedication ceremony, including placement of an artifact-filled capsule, was conducted 
by local and state leaders of the Oklahoma Masons. The Honorable Charles McCall, speaker of the 
Oklahoma House of Representatives, offered remarks at the event before attending a lunch-time 
legislative meeting in the Murray State College Aggie Dining Room.

The dedication ceremony is a symbolic laying of the cornerstone which supports 
(symbolically) the entire structure. When the cornerstone is discussed, by extension, it refers to the 
entire building project, and that, in turn refers not only to the actual physical actions to erect the 
building, but also to all energies that have come together to bring about its creation.

Officers conducting the ceremony, usually officers of the state's Grand Lodge, symbolically 
square, level, and plumb the cornerstone, assuring that it is set correctly and that "the craftsmen have 
done their duty."

After the Grand Lodge officers squared, leveled and plumbed the cornerstone, the Grand 
Master "finished the work" by proclaiming the foundation stone "well formed, true and trusty."

The Grand Master then consecrated the cornerstone (which represents the entire project) by 
pouring corn (which means grain, and doesn't necessarily have to be maize), wine and oil. The corn 
of nourishment symbolizes health and heartiness of the workers, the wine of refreshment symbolizes
plenty, and the oil of joy symbolizes peace and joy.

“This was a grand event as organized by our state’s Masons. Our thanks go out to former 
Masonic Grand Master and MSC Media Center Director Ronnie Coppedge for organizing this event 
in support of the new Health Science Building which will welcome thousands of students over its 
lifetime,” said MSC President Joy McDaniel.







During the 2016-17 year, students began attending Murray State College classes through the 
University Center of Southern Oklahoma in a new building at 2901 Mt. Washington Rd.



A Wonderful Day in the Neighborhood 
University Center of Southern Oklahoma 

Ardmore



From Here, Go Anywhere!
One Murray Drive in Tishomingo/2901 Mt. Washington Road in Ardmore

580-387-7000




